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Policy Snapshot: Congressional Reauthorization of Child Nutrition Programs 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is tasked with implementing more than 10 nutrition programs, 

including several that serve income-eligible children at home and at school.  Under Secretary of Agriculture 

Sonny Perdue’s leadership, USDA’s Food & Nutrition Service (FNS) attempts to run these programs in a way 

that does not overly prescribe or burden the schools, caretakers, beneficiaries and suppliers to the programs, 

while still serving the nutritional needs of children. 

The legislative foundation for child nutrition programs, including the National School Lunch and School 

Breakfast programs, the Women Infants & Children (WIC) program and the Child & Adult Care Food 

Program (CACFP), is due for reauthorization in Congress every five years.  Congressional review of the last 

child nutrition statute, the Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 stalled at the end of the 114th Congress in 

2016.  Instead, these programs were extended as part of the FY2016 omnibus appropriations law.  

FNS completed most of the HHFKA’s corresponding regulatory updates between 2011 and 2016.  The 

resulting program framework for school meals and CACFP were noticeably more rigid and restrictive than 

many program administrators and suppliers were prepared to handle.  Stakeholders collectively urged 

Secretary Perdue to adjust the new meal standards in the interest of flexibility.  FNS announced its final rules 

to add flexibilities for whole grains, sodium and milk standards for school meals in late 2018.  IBA and other 

stakeholders applauded this action.   

At the start of its 116th session, Congress again took up the task of reauthorizing the child nutrition programs.  

Senate Agriculture Committee Chairman Pat Roberts, who championed the effort in the 114th Congress, aims 

to make the legislation a legacy item ahead of his retirement at the end of 2020.   IBA held several meetings 

with committee staff in the majority and minority offices to highlight a particular concern for bakers—the 

reimbursement ban on “grain-based desserts” in CACFP.  Citing previous outreach with FNS and the 

Secretary’s office, IBA commended the more than 25 members of Congress who joined together to call out the 

grain-based dessert ban as unnecessarily restrictive in complimentary letters from the House and Senate.   

Now, IBA and other stakeholders focus congressional outreach on a broader policy objective: to streamline 

standards across child nutrition programs and allow them to work better for administrators, suppliers and 

beneficiaries.  As a March child nutrition reauthorization hearing by the House Education & Labor Committee 

revealed, some school districts and other program administrators believe that the new meal standards are too 

demanding and that administrative flexibility is needed, especially in rural areas.   In addition, an independent 

study commissioned by USDA in July revealed how the agency might ease the administrative and reporting 

requirements across nutrition programs.  The study’s top recommendation was simple—the best way to reduce 

burden is to streamline the standards across child nutrition programs.   

IBA looks forward to working with other food industry groups, child hunger advocates and school food 

authorities as Congress makes progress on the reauthorization bill, which is now overdue.  To learn more 

about where your Representative and Senators stand on child nutrition reauthorization issues, contact Andrea 

Hart at andrea@ibabaker.com. 

https://www.nal.usda.gov/fnic/usda-nutrition-assistance-programs
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5b0c112f1d487d033c9837ce5/files/8fc79091-77f6-4859-aef3-43fa0226d4ad/Sept_17_2019_House_CACFP_Letter_to_Secretary_Perdue.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/5b0c112f1d487d033c9837ce5/files/f68b5da4-aebb-4ce4-afdf-733987b59a87/CACFP_Letter_to_Sec_Perdue_08_02_19.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/CN-Reducing%20Burden.pdf

